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This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier’s Article Correction, Retraction and Removal Policy 

(https://www.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-standards/article-withdrawal).  

This article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-Chief and the authors.  

After publication, the Editorial Office received documented communications indicating concerns about the 

provenance, authorship/attribution, and permission to publish the content. The journal’s assessment 

concluded that the published paper exhibits substantial overlap with an earlier academic work (a prior 

thesis deposited in an institutional repository) and that the reuse/publication of that material was not 

properly authorized and/or was insufficiently disclosed and attributed during the submission process.  

These matters fall within circumstances where retraction is appropriate to safeguard the integrity of the 

scholarly record, including situations involving copyright-related concerns and serious breaches of 

publication ethics.  

The retraction is issued to maintain the clarity, transparency, and integrity of the scholarly record. The 

journal apologizes to readers for any inconvenience caused. All authors have been informed of this 

retraction and agree to it. Supporting documentation, including signed statements of consent to retract from 

all authors, is available via a Google Drive folder link that has been provided to the Editorial Office (see 

documents in this link). 

After receiving a formal retraction request from one of the authors and the author’s institution, the Editorial 

Office conducted a formal review, including contacting all authors and assessing the available 

documentation. On the basis of this assessment, the editors concluded that retraction was warranted. 
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